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INTRODUCTION

The 2007-2008 year has seen significant developments that auger well for public health in Western Australia. Nationally the new Government has shown an encouraging commitment to public health with a special emphasis on prevention eg for example through its interest in the obesity and binge drinking issues.  PHAA nationally is undergoing a transformation under the leadership of its new CEO. 


At a State level the Public Health Division of the WA Department of Health lead by the new Executive Director has initiated changes that indicate a renewed interest in the area by the current State Government.  One initiative was the formation of a committee to review public health training in WA, on which the PHAA was represented.  

The launch of the Healthway funded Public Health Advocacy Institute of WA (PHAI), and the establishment of the Curtin Health Innovation Research Institute (CHIRI) both at Curtin University, are also providing new opportunities for public health in the State.  
SUBMISSIONS INVOLVING PHAA (WA)
During the past 12 months the PHAA (WA) has made the following submissions on behalf of members:

· Draft Public Health Bill 2008; 
· Inquiry into General Health Screening of Children at Pre-primary and Primary School Level 2008; 

· Inquiry into the Alcohol Toll Reduction Bill 2007; 

· Smoking in private motor vehicles and select outdoor settings;
· Inquiry into Ready-to-Drink Alcohol Beverages;
· Inquiry Poker Machine Harm Reduction Tax Bill 2008;
· Inquiry into Obesity in Australia; and

· WA Food Strategy.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

The PHAA(WA) have a robust and innovative professional development program. The following details the events we have facilitated in the past 12 months:

PHAA(WA) 2007 State conference.  Nov 1-, 2007.
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The PHAA (WA) held its first state conference in November 2007. Over 240 delegates attended each day. 

A hard working conference committee chaired by Melissa Stoneham and supported by Administrator Erin Phipps, led the event which was held at the Esplanade Hotel in Fremantle. There were many highlights throughout the conference and here are but a few:

· International keynote, Dr Amaya Gillespie who heads up the UNICEF Family Violence program in Geneva gave a thoughtful presentation on the Convention of Child Rights.

· International keynote, Dr Andrew Gilman who runs Sustainable Solutions Canada, discussed the links between the environment and public health.

· National keynote Norman Swan provided plenty of controversy and thought when he challenges and strategic directions for developing leaders in the public sector. Neal then introduced 5 young leaders, Kelly Kennington, Hayley Cutt, Owen Carter, Rani Param and Sophie Williamson who dared to dream and describe their views on what public health might look like in 20 years time.

· The concurrent sessions were of a very high standard and the evaluation indicates that the majority of people found them thought provoking, challenging and informative.

· Dianne Katscherian facilitated a pre conference workshop on the role of the public health practitioner in Health Impact Assessment.

· Of course there was time for fun and delegates enjoyed a welcome function by the swimming pool and “dinner with the stars” at the Red Herring restaurant to acknowledge our valuable sponsors and keynotes.

· Keynote Rachelle Foreman who Chairs the Queensland Public Health Forum reflected on the success factors for this advocacy group which was established almost 10 years ago. 

· Local keynotes including D’Arcy Holman, Fiona Stanley and Ted Wilkes all generated fabulous presentations that addressed the challenges of public health into the 21st Century.

· The East Fremantle State School choir drove people to tears as they opened the conference by singing the theme song “Forever Young”.

Opportunities and directions for public health in WA. Seminar. April 1, 2008

Almost 100 people turned up to hear Dr Tarun Weeramanthri, the newly appointed Executive Director, Public Health Division, WA Department of Health.   Members appreciated his enthusiasm and positive vision for public health in WA. 
Health Impact Assessments.   Seminar. May 5, 2008

Several international experts, who were in Perth for an International conference presented at this seminar. The seminar was collaboration with the Health Department of WA.
The NHMRC Review of Public Health Research Workshop. June 11, 2008
The PHAA coordinated a series of workshops in every State and territory to enable people with an interest in research funded by the NHMRC to make recommendations to improve funding for public health research.  The WA workshop was held on 11 June and was well supported with over 50 participants. Dr Marcus Nichol the Director of Reporting and Evaluation for NHMRC, and Professor Mike Daube, a Member of the NHMRC Public Health Research Review Committee facilitated the meeting. 

'Bringing it Home.  Presentations and Reflections from the National Conference'. 

This seminar was a collaborative event between PHAA and AHPA(WA).  
Obesity Forum, August 21, 2008  
PHAA(WA) was a partner with the PHAIWA in the forum that attracted a capacity number  of  delegates ( 120+), including the  Federal Minister for Health. 
WA State Election Forum, August 29, 2008  

PHAA(WA) in collaboration with PHAIWA, AHPA, FPHM. Presentations on their prevention policies by representatives from all the main political parties for the forthcoming State election.
AGM Tuesday 28th October, 2008

David Malone.  CEO of Healthway will present on ‘A newcomer’s perspective on Healthway – what are the challenges and opportunities?’
Australian Health Promotion Association National Conference.  May 17-20, 2009. Perth, Western Australia. PHAA is represented on the Program Committee and is a supporter of this conference.   

Student and early career members
Carlie Jones and her sub-committee have prepared a document with actions to make PHAA more relevant for younger members.  
Newsletter

Editor Melissa Stoneham prepared two issues of the PHAA State newsletter, one at the end of 2007 and another in mid-2008. 
PHAA WA Branch Priorities for 2008-09

The priorities selected  by the committee in collaboration with the WA membership have each received varying degrees of attention  eg via seminars, fora , Letters to the Editor, letters  to politicians, WA State election letter to the leaders of all political parties, submissions to Parliament etc.  In addition Committee members have been actively supported advocacy on other issues such as tobacco, poker machines, and sustainable population growth, health and housing issues.
Priority areas

1. Obesity

2. WA Health Act 

3. Health inequalities (Indigenous health)

4. Climate change/sustainable population/ environmental health
5. Binge drinking 

6. Public health spending
ADVOCACY
Committee members undertook substantial advocacy during the year.  Refer to above  examples.

PHAA-WA AWARDS 2007 - 08
The following PHAA(WA) Awards for the 2007-08 year  were presented at the State Conference in November in association with the AGM.

PHAA Community Award – Dr Ray James

PHAA Student Awards – Graham Brown;  
Committee representation 2007 – 08

Australian Council on Smoking and Health – Noni Walker
WA Centre for Public Health Consultative Committee – Peter Howat

WA Department of Health committee to review public health training – Peter Howat

Liaison with national office
Monthly State Presidents’ teleconference

WA is a strong advocator for a review of member subscription rates and membership resources 

PHAA FELLOWSHIPS
Six of the 22 inaugural PHAA Fellowships were awarded to WA members.

PHAA-WA Committee 2007 -08
Ann Blunden - Professional Development Coordinator

Linda Burke - Secretary
Mike Daube - Past president; Advocacy
Peter Howat – President; Advocacy
Carlie Jones – Treasurer; Student and early career members
Dianne Katscherian - Climate change/sustainable population committee convener
Rani Param - Health inequalities (Indigenous health) committee convener
Melissa Stoneham - Vice- President; Newsletter
Peter Howat

President
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