OHSIG TIMES No 5     -     14th September 08
Welcome to our 5th newsletter and congratulations on being a member of our SIG.
InTouch Articles 

September’s PHAA Intouch newsletter has four oral health articles. Google PHAA INTOUCH, read and see what you reckon. It was great to have an article on kindergarten oral health initiatives in Monash, Melbourne, from Andrea Bortolin the Smiles4Miles project officer.  
Check out the message on salt.  I feel it’s important to keep our oral health messages as broad as possible. Unhealthy people so often also have poor oral health as a direct or indirect consequence of their general condition. Say goodbye to “sausage sizzles” or reform sausage meat? Interesting dilemmas!
OHSIG/PHAA National Oral Health Policy Planning Day
Not a lot to report on this initiative. PHAA CEO Michael Moore and the PHAA staff have been very busy of late but hopefully next month will see some progress towards planning a major workshop. 
We are all aware of the many shortcomings of the Teen Dental Plan and the limitations of the Commonwealth Dental Health Program. It does seem that we need to get all our governments engaged with the major, inter-connected issues around oral health which include dental workforce planning and distribution; the selection and training of undergraduates and the development of our dental schools and regional training centres; addressing the inequities in access to appropriate basic and preventive care  inherent in our dental service funding and delivery systems; catching up with the needs of disadvantaged population groups currently suffering very poor oral health; and finally, promoting oral health’s inclusion within a general primary health care framework, that includes public health and health promotion. We should be finished by lunchtime!
  Rural Oral Health Symposium 2008 – Shepparton, Vic on Friday 26 Sept 
OHSIG member, Dr Rodrigo Marino, from the Cooperative Research Centre for Oral Health Science at the University of Melbourne has organised an ambitious and thought provoking Rural Oral Health Symposium at Shepparton. There is no registration fee and anyone with on interest in oral health and/or rural health issues is keenly encouraged to register and attend. Quite a few OHSIG members will be there and a few of us will be presenting.
National Oral Health Plan 2004 -2013
The NOHP is over four years old now and so far we’ve not had a single progress report from AHMAC. This is quite unacceptable and it’s something we can endeavour to address through the PHAA.
State and Territory Reps

It would be great to hear of initiatives or issues in your patches. 
National Registration and Accreditation Scheme for the Health Professions

Two weeks ago I represented the National Rural Health Alliance at a  health professions forum in Canberra on the COAG  Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA)  on the National Registration and Accreditation Scheme for the Health Professions which will commence on July 1st 2010. Perhaps of most immediate interest to the dental/oral health reps present was the question of whether or not dental technicians would be included amongst the other Dental Professions and whether we should have an Australian Dental Care Practitioners Board , (current draft  title), or the preferred Australian Dental Practitioners Board. The process of determining the composition of the National Dental Board was of interest too. Rural professionals are keen to see the 32% of Australians living in regional, rural and remote Australia equitably represented on the 10 new National Boards.   
Representatives present asked many questions about the challenges of being legislatively and organisationally prepared for the handover to the new scheme. Many of the professions present highlighted their belief that accreditation standards should be set by the particular profession and be independent of  direction by any other bodies, including the Ministerial (Health) Council.  This isn’t the case with the current draft legislation and it seems unlikely that the Health Ministers will give up that right. But it highlights some of the challenges ahead for governments as they strive to gain greater control over the development of accreditation standards for the professions. 
Til next time, do enjoy being grateful, it helps give us grace and adds years to our lives.
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