OHSIG TIMES
It’s been a while since I last wrote to SIG members.  Welcome to all!

 I hope 2008 is treating you very well. Will try to keep our OHSIG TIMES news short, sweet and more regular in future.

“POPULATION HEALTH CONGRESS”, BRISBANE, JULY 6-9

· Google it for information on the Congress, registration and program details. 

·   Wonderful to report that there are 11 Oral Health research presentations, all on  Monday 7th.  Congratulations to the presenters, including poster people.
· From 2.00 - 3.30pm there are 9 consecutive presentations by Elisha Riggs, Linda Slack-Smith, Judith Stewart, Murray Webber and Christine Folleti, Kamila Plutzer, Claire Phelan, Sally Shaw and Vanessa Phillips, Philip Schluter, David Brennan. 
· Jane Heron-Kirkmoe is presenting on smoking and oral health later at 5pm and Pingzhou Liu on dental caries and fluoridated water at 5.07pm.
· On Tuesday morning we’ve organised an Oral Health Breakfast Seminar from 7.00amto 8.15am. It costs $45 but includes a light breakfast of fruit, pastries, tea/coffee and juice.  More to the point, Julie Satur will be exhileratingly launching the National Oral Health Promotion Clearing House and we’ll have at least one other guest speaker providing a national update on water fluoridation. There’s still plenty of room for more people to come along. I’ll be there to MC and I’m hoping we’ll have a full house (65). 
· If possible I’d like to spend time afterwards with members to discuss our PHAA Oral Health Policy; and also  to consider one or more OH Resolutions for the Congress to consider and adopt. For example, should we recommend  the need for developing a Commonwealth National Oral Health Policy? What would you like to see given more emphasis???
OHSIG ANNUAL AGM

· Constitutionally, we need to  hold a PHAA OHSIG AGM to elect a national convenor and state and territory reps by September. It only seems like yesterday that we were organising 2007/08.  Hope that each state and territory group will agree on one nominee but everyone’s welcome to nominate.
· It would be worth considering whether we might hold our AGM after the Breakfast or at some other time during the Congress.  Any thoughts? We‘ve done it that way often enough in past times. I wonder how many members will be attending. I think quite a few. The other option would be a teleconference in August. 
OHSIG POLICY ACTION

· In my last newsletter I spoke quite a bit about the addressing our OH Policy actions. Feedback seems to be that I have your blessing to get on with it. The PHAA Secretariat has an excellent addition, a Policy Officer, Melanie Walker, who’s promised to assist me once she’s got a bit more time. I’ll be keeping in regular touch with OHSIG members for ideas and assistance once we start planning.

STAYING IN TOUCH

· I hope to get us communicating and networking more. You can post information with the PHAA. I believe that you can also respond to me by email or phone anytime. I’ll try to circulate info and ideas in the OHSIG TIMES (for want of a better name?).

· OHSIG teleconferences are a possibility. 
· I figure that a slow but steady start can lead us on to really good things over time.

Good cheer
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