OHSIG TIMES No 3     -     4th July 08
Welcome to No3, mostly about next week’s Congress and  OHSIG AGM. Have written a brief OHSIG Annual Report below. 
“POPULATION HEALTH CONGRESS”, BRISBANE CONVENTION CENTRE, JULY 6-9

· Our Oral Health Breakfast Seminar on Tuesday morning runs from 7.00 to 8.15am in room P2 on the Top Level.  34 people are attending including 12 OHSIG members. 
·  We can look at the PHAA Oral Health Policy (available on the phaa@phaa.net.au website) during the Congress as it needs some updating. 
· We will be encouraged to propose at least one or more OH Resolutions for the Congress participants to consider and adopt on Wednesday afternoon.  By all means send me your suggestions for resolutions, especially if you aren’t attending.
OHSIG ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

· We’ll hold our AGM immediately after the Breakfast at 8.20 in a nearby room P7/8. If you can make it, please come. Shouldn’t take more than 10 minutes.
· I understand that so far we haven’t received any new nominations for our OHSIG committee, so I’m hoping each state and territory will know who their rep will be.
OHSIG ANNUAL REPORT 
It’s been a relatively quiet year for our OHSIG, with everyone busy about their work. Even so, I hope that members feel as I do that there’s more energy and urgency about in the corridors of power and that if we are motivated then the OHSIG can play a valuable part in oral health policy development over the coming months and years. This could be the time and the opportunity for change that we have long awaited , particularly as PHAA has strongly committed itself to playing a greater advocacy role in health politics and there is universal  interest in addressing the nation’s inequities in oral health and oral health services.
After a hesitant start, all our state and territory representative positions are now filled and the OHSIG membership has built up to 64 members, as follows:
Vic 18 , NSW 12, Qld 11, ACT 6, SA 6, WA 6, NT 4 and Tas 1

I feel that this gives us a very strong base, especially given the variety and quality of our membership. It certainly suggests to me that we can do more as a SIG if we can tap into the passions and skills of our members.

Looking ahead, I’d like to see us further develop our communication network between OHSIG members, one that celebrates and encourages our achievements and promotes solidarity with the goals of the PHAA . This may depend in part on the PHAA enhancing its current communication system.

My other goals would be, firstly, to update our Oral Health Policy document; and secondly, to have a serious go at addressing all the recommendations in our Policy. With members’ support, it would be great to consider advocating for and supporting a national oral health policy development workshop through the PHAA, sometime in the next 12 months. 
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