NSW Branch President: 2007/2008 Report
Advocacy

The NSW Branch advocated on behalf of members on a number of issues including:

· A submission to the NSW Legislative Council Standing Committee on Social Issues Inquiry into Overcoming Indigenous Disadvantage. 
· Participation in the NSW Government State Plan stakeholder event.
· Organisational support of the NSW consultation sessions on behalf of the NHMRC for their review of public health research funding. 
· A letter to the NSW Premier requesting the NSW Government provides funding to the Breaking the Silence report that could mean NSW leads in responding to the tragedy of child sexual abuse in Aboriginal communities.

Public Health Workforce 

· Written support for the NSW Public Health Officer Training Program as part of NSW Health’s application to become an accredited provider of higher education. 
· The Branch is also represented on the University of NSW steering committee for the PHERP program. 

Aboriginal Health 

In April the 2nd Aboriginal Health and Research Conference was held in Sydney, a result of the collaboration between the NSW AHMRC and the Sax Institute. 

In support of this conference the NSW Branch was pleased to sponsor two ‘Early in Career Public Health’ Awards. It was wonderful to see a fantastic range of highly skilled early-in-career public health practitioners presenting. 

Seminar Series

A highlight this year was the presentation by Susan Thompson from the UNSW around the built environment and its association with healthy communities. 

AHPA were partners in this and the well attended seminar run during anti-poverty week.

