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COMMUNITY GRANTS TO CURB BINGE DRINKING WELCOMED
The Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) has welcomed today’s announcement of 

$3.6 million in community grants designed to curb binge drinking across the nation.  The grants for nineteen grassroots projects are part of the broader National Binge Drinking Strategy, which includes the controversial ‘alcopops’ tax.
“Today’s announcement by Minister Roxon and Parliamentary Secretary McLucas reflects the PHAA position that a comprehensive approach is needed to address this issue.  Funding innovative new projects designed by people on the frontline to deal with problems in their own communities is an important part of a comprehensive and multifaceted approach.  There is no single solution or magic bullet to solve these problems, it is vital to have a whole toolkit of measures.  Community grants are just one, but an important piece of the jigsaw,” according to PHAA Chief Executive Officer, Michael Moore.
“Tackling binge drinking in a targeted way by funding community groups that have to grapple with the problem every day and also clean up the aftermath of binge drinking is a very practical approach that forms an important part of a broader strategy involving a series of complementary measures.  Community groups like these can have a big influence because of their status within communities and the trust that people have in them.  

“We cannot expect to change community attitudes immediately as so much of drinking behaviour is tied in with cultural norms – that is why it is important to start supporting these sorts of programs as soon as possible, and the grants are an important step.
“Grants of this nature will complement other actions needed from government to reduce binge drinking, including taxation.  PHAA has long supported volumetric alcohol taxation (taxing according to alcohol content, rather than the type of drink) and has supported the introduction of the alcopops tax as an important step in this direction.
“We need action by community groups, but it will be vital that this is supported by continuing emphasis such as tax increases that directly affect young people’s drinking choices,” said Mr. Moore.
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