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18 August 2008
MEDIA ALERT

Reducing Aboriginal Imprisonment –
Minister to Launch New Report
Where:
Mabo Room - Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, Lawson Cres, Acton ACT
When:
Wednesday 20 August 2008
Time:

2pm – 4pm

More than 20 years after the start of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody in October 1987, the picture for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander prisoners and their families remains bleak.  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander prisoners represented 24% of the total prison population in June 2007, making them 13 times more likely to be in prison than their non-Indigenous counterparts.
The Cooperative Research Centre for Aboriginal Health (CRCAH), the Australian Institute for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies (AIATSIS) and the Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) are launching a publication that outlines a series of priorities designed to reduce the over representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the nations prisons.
Research Priorities in Aboriginal Prisoner Health outlines some of the key challenges for improving prisoner health and ultimately reducing the disproportionate rates of imprisonment among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  The report also highlights priorities for future research so that policy makers can learn about health measures that have been successful in both preventing offending and reducing recidivism.

The report will be formally launched by The Hon Bob Debus MP - Minister for Home Affairs; who will be followed by: Mick Gooda - CRCAH Chief Executive Officer; 
Steve Larkin – AIATSIS Principal; Michael Moore – PHAA Chief Executive Officer; and John Van Den Dungen – 2007 ACT Young Australian of the Year and former prisoner.
For further information/comment:
Michael Moore, CEO, Public Health Association of Australia
0417 249 731

Alastair Harris, CRCAH Communications



0409 658 177
Chris Ryan, AIATSIS Media and Communications
(02) 6261 4225 or 0408 688 026
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