Announcing the NSW Public Health Impact Award winner: Dr Ingrid van Beek Sarah Thackway and Allison Salmon
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In July, the NSW Branch of PHAA held its Annual General Meeting. The meeting was well attended with approximately fifty people turning up to celebrate a year of achievements for the Branch and listen to Professor Rob Moodie discuss whether prevention is simply the flavour of the moment or a longer lasting perfume. 

At the same meeting the 11th anniversary of the NSW Public Health Impact Award was celebrated. The Award was initiated by the Branch in recognition of the outstanding contributions made by NSW practitioners to public health.
The growing list of dedicated public health professionals highlights the commitment of many people working to improve the health of the population and reduce health inequities. Previous winners include:

· Dr Edith Weisberg for her significant impact on population health through education about contraception. 

· Professor Graham Vimpani for his leadership in child public/ population health for many decades. 

· Elizabeth Harris for her work on equity, social justice, social determinants of health and her work in communities. 

· Paul Pholeros for his outstanding contribution to public health architecture. 

· Professor Sandra Eades for her work in Aboriginal health and research

· A/Professor Garth Alperstein for his work in community paediatrics and public health 

This year there were a number of nominations, all of extremely high calibre –demonstrating the level of expertise and commitment to public health. 

The Award was given to Dr Ingrid van Beek who has been a key figure in public health in Australia and internationally since 1989 when she became the Director of the Kirketon Road Centre, a primary health care facility in Kings Cross, involved in the prevention, treatment and care for HIV and other transmissible infections among “at risk” young people, sex workers and injecting drug users. 

In 2000, Ingrid was seconded to become the foundation Medical Director of the Sydney Medically Supervised Injecting Centre in Kings Cross. A particularly controversial public health initiative, the Centre was the first legally sanctioned injecting centre in the English-speaking world.

The establishment of the Centre faced many substantial barriers and had a long gestation involving protracted legal and political battles. Opponents ranged from the Vatican to a local business organisation to the United Nations International Narcotics Control Board. 

The operation of the service, its success in reducing adverse events, and its current licence to remain operating until 2011, is evidence of her personal strength and commitment in light of the significant obstacles placed in her way.  The award was accepted on behalf of Ingrid by Professor Ian Webster.
