Dear editor,

The desire for a safe community is a common goal, espoused by most people, and if we read the election promises, of most aspiring council representatives.  The Northern Territory Branch of the Public Health Association of Australia (PHAANT) shares this goal and is therefore concerned that key public health issues such as reduced residential street traffic speeds, measures to reduce per capita alcohol consumption and support for reducing the risks of radiation exposure and have not received adequate support in the last term of council. 

The Alice Springs Town Council has consistently failed to take advantage of NT government support to introduce a 10 km/h reduction in speed limits in local residential streets. A reduction of 10 km/h (from 60 km/h to 50 km/h) significantly reduces the risk of accident, making a difference in stopping distance of approximately 10 metres and reducing the force of impact. Whilst many other Territorians, particularly the most vulnerable- our small children and elderly pedestrians enjoy this greater level of safety, Alice Springs residents have so far missed out. A new Council could change this.

Community concern over alcohol related harm must focus on helping to reduce our community’s per capita alcohol consumption, as well as focusing on rehabilitation and ensuring community safety whilst in this transition stage. Often Council has focused mainly on this last point and has individualised the problem of excessive alcohol consumption.  Council needs to be consistent in its support of all three strategies if this problem is to be adequately addressed and the problem not just moved from place to place and from Council term to Council term.

With the current upturn in the price of uranium, many new speculative ventures will emerge to profit from this risky industry. The transportation of any radioactive material entails an increased level of risk to radiation exposure, as do the extraction and milling processes. Where and in ways that it can Council should support initiatives that reduce residents’ exposure to radiation risk- a fundamental public health measure.  Again the previous Council failed to support nuclear free initiatives when petitioned to do so.

The PHAANT urge people to consider a range of important issues for local government that impact upon our safety when you vote in the upcoming elections. Most candidates have been quiet on these types of community safety approaches. The PHAANT therefore suggests that you take the time when the opportunity arises to question council candidates on their views on these issues. Then consider their responses, and where available their previous public record on these matters when casting your vote in the upcoming council election.
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